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On the return, having received a full report from the recon-
naissance party, we tackled in earnest the establishment of the
different camps.

Camp III, which was under the North Col, was first established
in full. This was to be our advance base of operations ; and
Mallory and Somervell established themselves there, their business
being to make the road to the North Col while the rest of the
expedition was being pushed up to join them.
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It was not until May tenth that Mallory and Somervell
started out from the Base Camp. Considered the strongest
climbers in the expedition, they had wisely been kept in reserve
during the long grind of supply-packing, so that they might be
fresh and fit when the time came for the real thing. Proceeding
quickly and easily, they reached Camp I and pushed on up the
East Rongbuk toward II and III.
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By this time we had seen a good deal of the East Rongbuk Glacier.
As we came up the moraine near its left bank we looked north-
wards on a remarkable scene. From the stony surface of the glacier
fantastic pinnacles arose, a strange, gigantic company, gleaming
white as they stood in some sort of order, divided by the definite
lines of the moraines. Beyond and above them was a vast moun-
tain of reddish rock known to us only by the triangulated height
of its sharp summit, marked in Wheeler's map as 23,180. The
pinnacles became more thickly crowded together as we mounted,
until, as we followed the bend southwards, individuals were lost
in the crowd and finally the crowd was merged in the great
tumbled sea of the glacier, now no longer dark with stones, but
exhibiting everywhere the bright surfaces of its steep and angry-
waves. At Camp II we were surrounded on three sides by this
amazing world of ice. We lay in the shelter of a vertical cliff not
less than 60 feet high, sombrely cold in the evening shadow,
dazzlingly white in the morning sun, and perfectly set off by the
frozen pool at its foot. Nothing, of course, was to be seen of
Mount Everest ; the whole bulk of the North Peak stood in
front of it. But by mounting a few steps up some stony slopes